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IN the coursa of the next few geneor-
' ‘iaf'ns. by the year 2000 pnnalbl){. th;
A8 Amortican will be the intellectun ‘;L
physical world type. Nature herself has o
work in band. The subject has little or ;'mmo
fng to =ay about it thes inexorable ln.wt oU s
units has already nc?tenceld the son o n

s axalted pinnacle.
Bﬂ'?‘h::?r::};la. BEdison malkes this prophecy lq no
nncertain language. Preachers of .\mcn!r.nn
decadence, ndvocates of the simple life, selen-
tists predicting s plague of insanity, econo-
mints crving the fear of ecnats, all to the eon-
trarv, he points out the trail of the Amar:cnjn
ergn‘nim to the highest possible state of dovel-

opment
P}"rom tho Infinitestmal life germ, brought into

thousands of years ago, the famous in-
E:In‘:ﬁr ?rrmos the eminence of the present day
American, explaing why he and he alone ia bet-
ter nble to adapt himself to modern conditions
than any other race of men on the globe, and
how. by thig same process of generie nature, he

the prophecy.

w.':]*!r;‘-‘:mtlvot:-id?n ;rnpt{ny" he terms the most
modern of human products, who he anys will
overcome all dangers to his growth amd will
not only assume pre-eminence over other races
in the world but will enjoy o doubled span of
life nnd quadrupled opportunities for useful-

nesfs

BY CHARLES VIRGIL TEVIS.

T 1s eeldom that the wizard of the elpetrien] nge

possibilities and  prob

ventures

He sanys this or that may

propheslas. He
ahifities of twe fature
ocenir; bocansa o simlinr this or that hns accurTed
under 1fke conditions. FEven In the throes of some
invertive aconmplishment he has seldom made known
the certatnty of Its wonderful prospact that he hime.
eelf hns felt was nothing equivoenl or

ambiguous or ancertain in either his tor

or his langnage when he mide this declarntion to the

RBnt there
i of volee

writer:——
“Phe Amerlean will ultimatels achieve the Intel
Idenl. The
specics Is

Within

Jectual nnd physical race 18 nol deca

dent; the
superior orgnnlsm
the balanee of life will he extended, the arganism of

Amaoriean rapidly  becoming n

the mext hundred yenes

uhits distinetive to this new world mnan will mars
suecosafully combat environment; be will be pre
emiinent.”

This eoncluslon sounded almost radieal, In the
et of recent ulierances Acntinst the ! of

those who glibly quots the “Decllne and Fall of the

toman Emplre'” and those who point 0 tooa nearas

they cnid mil those who ploture thie evils of ensts

amdl 1Y money power and the strencous life, this

o wd ns n eool challenge, There wias no n Istuk-
i T =110

\ 1 o0l Mr. Thomas A. Fdizon to define the

1 sanlim, which he bad sald wax different

e deanced than those of other nntionulitles

why and what its future Is to e, There

1] & bl fegnratively taken up the mieroscope and

begat o study of the infinitesimal moleenle or unit

i the human kiod that mskes for growth.  And the

mostor of units had thus found the reason for hils

propuecy.

Work of the Body Cells.

“The hedy is an organlsm made up of nonumhered
eells or unlta, In the brain, the blood, the nerves, In
all the organs,” he began. “This organlsm may be
lkened tn New York clty.

hls apptinted work, ns Ao the pollceman, the milk

The street sweeper does

man, the Mayor, the street ear conductor, the news
paper writers, the eclergymen, the merchants, ail
engaged In legltimate work there. Among these
thers are organizations for the preservation of order
and the keeping of the law. Each klod and grade
of workman 1s a party to this end on his own he
half, is an ngent to sce that the healtby life of the
city Is preserved.

#In just the same way work the unlts of the body
Thelr characteristics, as Aiferentiated as thoss of
the urban workers, are (fscernible to n certaln ex-
tent by the ald of the microscops. Possibly there
are germs and cells of 1ife and life functions which
we may not examine In this way, but they un-
doubtledly have the same exercises fo perform, and
do #o In & manner llke the kpown units, Thelr
offces are distinet and separate. As a body nod In
classes they work toward the preservation of law
and order in the human clty,
~ »Tt 13 always a fght betwoeen these units and en-
vironment. We cannot control them, altbhough we
may think we can, They act independently of m.ir
wills, on a echedule immutably set by uature. You
Immediately

cut your finger, for Instance. those
units directly affected begin a defence and o recon-
struction of the injured parts, even ns wounld the
firemen and the bullders In New York when a con-
fingation occurs. Let the microbes of some disenss
get Into the system and the units begin n fighl ngalnst
them, even as do the authorities In New York when
erlme hecomes rampant. The unlts are sometimes
glow of defence, but they wsre alwaye on the defen.
sive. 1 might say that they o awnke nights mak

Ing plans to this end.

At War with Their Condition.

*Totll they become .l:mrml to environment the
human uplts are ever at wiar with thelr condition
Put a man who bas been accustomed to hol weather
in a cold zone, aud untll his bady unlta becoma ac-

cusiomed to the change—we say ha has become
acclimuted—Ube will suffer. But tbe uanlts will
finally accept ibe change. Put & man who bas

Inzged his way along in a position which requires hard
work and bls units will likewlse rebel and in the end
HEewlse sccept l'he altersd condition. Depending on
the human body <an become accus-
tomed (o almost wonything. Why, you can begin
with a ting pineh of polson and graduslly lucrense
the dose every day, and In a month be able 1o take
enough to Kill two elephants and still live.

envirooment,
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"The germ of generntion

never dies. We

ualts In us, all 'of us, which are pechaps thouzinds

hnva

af years old. That ju why we oflten are able to do
things which we pever dreswed we could do: we can
undergo changes nod bavdsbhips that we thought were
impossible.
who lived

Lthis possible,

Tt ey be the undts In us of oo gpcestor
several hundred yeors
Think of tho
lufluence in this connectian]

ago which wmikes

extent of heroditaving

“Now, these boman units, or cells, look the saome in
Tha
1t is seen in the boblts,

mnny races of people, but they are differcent
microscope cannot sbhow this.
manners and custowms of the people, based, primacily,
Yo their environment. The Spaniurd, we say, is dif-
ferent from the Scandinavisn, the German from the
Englishman, the Freoch frow the lelsh, the Hussion
from the Itallan, apd so on. Why? A wmutier of bedg
units worklog In sympathy with a particalar ¢nyivon.
ment and rigorously set, ulmost, n
renson of centuries of similar nopcestrul
leopurd connot chonge Lils spots, but, afieu

this groove by
unlls. A
several
generations of cross breeding witi, say] soine donjestic
or herbivorons anlmal, he will thrive op fects sod
groass, sltbough be muy sl rellsh weat

PROPHECY by Thomas A Edison, Who Explains
Why the American Organism of Life Units Far
Surpasses That of Any Other Nationality

_.,-‘H,'r

o

37 3
e e
5
Rl

‘

FROM

“Talie, for example, a settiement of n dozen blagk-
smiths. Let them warry and ral=e children, and thelr
Loy s become blacksmiths and lWwleriarry among Lhelr
You will

alwiys have a pretty zood race of blncksmiths, hut

dauzhiters, and thelr ehildren do the same.

that s i yon will have. [However, change the per-
sonnel of the dozen. Take a doctor, a blucksmith, s
preacher, & merchaot and disteibute the other places
wmong olther trades and professions and lot thelr chil-
dren futecmnrey umd alse thelr clldren and thelr eldl-
drew's clulldren, and you will bave @ superior product
The uithnate ofspring, a composite of units sultable Lo
miany euvironwents, will not only be capable of helng
4 good blacksmith bur a good preacher, or doctor, oc
werchant, &2 He wil) be of 4 much bigher intelll
sHence aud equally as capnlide physically as the lingal
descendant of the dozey biacksmiths,

“Taka your pbysielan fyow Spoln, with generations
of units In bis body used to bis nutive covirvument,
nomerchant frow Gierany, n preacher from Englond
and the others from other lands aud
your colony

put them In
Your uitimute progeny wil be an ore
gantsm thar will successfully couibat alwost any ep-

clroutent  Why, we are having experiments prove
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this to ns every day, in the vegetable and asloml
Kingdoms especinlly.”

1 suggested the work of Burbank, the lloral ma-
gielan, Mr Edison nodded
“He Is Hustrariog this

Here he plants o hardy

“Certaiuly,” he declared.
troth in & brilllant manner,

flower which has little pecfome, there a delleate

plant of u delightful odor The pollen of the two
mix, or he grafts one to the otber. What Is the
resuir? A flower with a dellghtful perfume

The now bloom hons charnctoristics of both plants, lo

sl y

{ta rools sund (bres It contalns unlts of both.
“This exnmnple and what I bhave sald answers your
guestion, What Is the Awerlcan orgunlsm? and ulso
explalng why It 15 In an advanced stage compacel
to those of' other natlonallties  The
mity sny, Is the progeny of the dozen men of differ-
He I8 o mora

American, we

oul charscters from different climes
perfect machine than the sclon of the biacksmiths,
Ie contnins an alwost unllmited wealtlh of life units;
there 18, In renson, bhardly a concelviable end to his
Mpaltetions  That Is why he excely, and will con.

ERFECT

tinue to, for he is more fully equipped with nature’y
toals rhan Is any other nationality oo the globe.

“! am a mixture of diferent cbaracteristics, of
auits. So are you, So are ninetenths of the popo.
lation of the Unlted States. The Jewlsh people ars
pne great exception, But conslder one of thejs
clusses, that of the very poer, who live In the cly
slums, They and their fathers have lived such g
Iife for =0 long and their units bhave become so Inured
to it that they are practically Immune from the
ordinary slum djseases, Fuor them out on a farm,
with pure alr and pure food, and they would become
fIl. This Is oot a theory; It is a strong exampla i
support of my contentlon,

Americans Crave Excitement.

“One striking e¢vidence of the mixed units In th
American of to-dny 18 his restiessness, his advocacy
We must be moving, better.
We balld great bulld-
ings and then tear them down to bulld bigger ones
We erave change alwass. Nothing 19 good enough
As the only standard of success In America 15 the
we go nt muking It with

of the strennous |[ife.
Ing, reconstructing, achlering.

accumulation of money,
tremendous energy, and we work Just as bard in
keeplng It and spending It. The American does noy
care for mopey ltself, he throws It awny when he
gets It: he peeds must have the excitement of ac
quiring It. He forgets the success of one triumph
in the press of working for anather. This twentleth
contury progeny of the waorld cannot then help from
belng a leader In all avenues of endeaver to which
he turns his attention.”

“Modlenl

short one, with an ugly end,” 1 suggested.

men sny that the strennous Iife [a a

“Not necessarllv.” The Inventor spoke wilh em-
{s n natural. logleal result of onr an-

will

phasia.  =It
And
environment, w:!!-'dlhil‘dl_f.

CORITY. onr units balance our streouous
We have to nse a Ittle
sense, of conrse,  Rome animals’ cells so soceessfully
combat environment that they live to be hundreds
of gears old  There & no reason why the human
specles shionld not lengthen the average span of e
to two huandred venrs, at least

Qur

It is a qnestion of
balnnce units glrendy combat environment to

n halance nt, say, one bundred years. When wa

veach this stage we dle. But there s no reason why
the bLalance whesl should oot move to the two hun-
dred mark, and It will., The forces of nature within
us, s¢iencea and onr bettered manner of living are
end

the Amerlcan units of today and to-morrow will be

all working to this And the Intermingling of
the greatest factor in this.

“Within the last Afty years we have hegun to see
the effects of the early settlement of our conuntry
and the Intermingling and Intermarriage of different
Look at
all walks of 1fe,

rnees the achievements of Amerieans in

As 1 have sald, the sccumulation
of money Ia the real stundard of success here, sn
the number of successful

compare Americans with

the successfol men of other conntrles. How long
agn was It that the farmer was content to till his
acres In the
Az

Whyr, even In New England they are becoming a

wny his great-great.great-grandfathep

He Is beglnning to be n different sort oow,
mixed peaple, Indesd they are, nnd wateh what thag
will mean for those States.”

No Caste in America.

“What about those countries and peaples which do
pot encournge Immigration, where the boast is of a
para gtraln of beredity 77 T nsked.

“Tle same result that obtalned in the colony of
blacksmiths,” Me Edison replled “The American 1s
1 do not mean that there should
he inpiacrlmln te mixture of units, nor bas there been
except In fow The bad elements of every Taco
seek their level. And we bave already begun legls'~
tion, such as tbat regarding criminals in Indlans,
which §s golng to minlmlze this evil. I mean, of
course, the decent elements, not necessarlls the highoe!
classes Intellectually or plhysically, but the gooa, sub-
stantial classes of hatsoever natlonality. The useful
unlts of ope are sure to make “or the betterment, the
completeness of the whole organlsm.

“T understand that a cbalr of eugenles has been
estnbllshed In one of the Easter; sc.ools, =nd I thiok
this » wlse move. The people should Znow more on
thit :iuhjtct' Soclety must certaluly protect itsell

pound to be ‘?l‘l[al.'ﬂﬂf

ases.

sclvpce 1s dolng much to this end.

“You sk about other countries. Let me tell you
what is really the matter. Caste—that's [t. So longas
it exlsts thers will be weakoesses at the human’ bose
nature will bpe bandicapped and the future of the
country supporting such an institution will be precarl-
ons ™

“There ore those who claim that the caste splrt
fs  becoming America.” The loveatot
stlled brondly at this remark.

“No," he pald, agaln serlous “Go down to the
ferrles wud the bridges rooniog Into Manhattan ang
mnrning and watch the people coming to work, each
Watch them again in the
evening, and you will see each man with a news:
That's the reason why there will never be

the Tnlted States. So long as there aro
newspopers and schoolhouses such a calamlty cap
NEYer 0CClr.

“What you might call caste here, certaln money
poswwers and certaln soclety sets, is nothing of the
It Is un-American In every sense and has no
It is not worth the atten:
tiou of the real Awerlenn of to-day. He hasn't thoe
for Its copsiderution. KEven In spite of himself, per
linps, be 15 too busy dolug what his modern lot calls
upon bhim to do, exercising and developing thosa
muolti-units within bim wbich muke bim what ue Is
sud what he Iy golng 1o be™

“And that®" 1 questloned.

Mr. Edlson's festures nssumed a set expresslon,
which Is choracteristic of him whenever he states
the Q. E. D. of sowe Intrlcate problem. Then he
made [ bave already quoted, the

strong  In

mino with A newspaper.

PRper.
caste In

sort.

real Influence whatever.

the statement
prophgcy a8 to the pre-eminent future of the Amerk
can man.
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